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TOURISM OFF THE BEATEN TRACK:  

BACK, INTERSTICE TERRITORIES 

The growth of tourist practices and products defined as alternatives has contributed to the emergence 
of new tourist forms. Over the past decades, mass tourism has been largely questioned by a more 
diverse, fragmented and individualized offer. Tourism is being definitely impacted by metropolization, 
globalization and the hybridization of tastes. The focus is now on the everyday, the fact of life, on 
contextualizing the holiday stay and on social interactions. 
These new practices which are shaping new relations between centres and peripheries are known as 
sub/peri-urban tourism, creative tourism, participative tourism, slow tourism, tourism of the everyday.  
The conference   will investigate the tourist practices and branches emerging off the beaten track and generating 

new tourist territories derived from backstage, interstice and peripheral areas. 

Far from opposing mainstream tourism to a more selective form of tourism, the aim of the conference is to 
apprehend how the new tourist territories, practices, products and temporalities are building up from interstitial 
spaces and backstage practices. 
The emergence and dissemination of tourist innovations born from the practices of « pioneering » tourists and 
creative players or from the introduction of alternative products will also be addressed. 
 
The conference papers  will: 

*Present and discuss « off the beaten track » practices, products and lines of business; 
*Envisage the future of ‘’off the beaten track ‘’ forms of tourism: their dissemination and integration; 
*Delineate the patterns for their likely institutionalization, even globalization; 
*Discuss the “off the beaten track” concept and its heuristic contribution to a better understanding of tourist 
changes. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Topics of interest*New tourist territories (suburbs, backcountry, territorial interstices, sidelines) 
*New tourist concepts (accommodation revisited,  sites of interest, heritage, new types of mobility) 
*New tourist practices/new types of residentiality 
* Frontiers between inhabitants-and residents (discrepancies, fuzzy or overlapping borders)  
*Transgressive/ Tangential practices 
*New players, new offers (new inter-organizational patterns) 
*Off the beaten track and After hours : temporalities and tempo* Creative tourism 
* Participative tourism 
”Off the beaten track” tourism  security 
* ‘’Off the beaten track”: a new construct 
* Last Chance  
 
About the conference 
 
This international conference is intended for junior or senior researchers  various disciplines: geographers, 

planners, historians, anthropologists, economists, managers….  PhD students are most welcomed to submit 

presentations. 

This conference also targets practitioners, artists, cultural operators contributing to the emergence and practice 

of “off the beaten track” tourism. 

Participants will attend plenary sessions, workshops, round-table sessions and field visits. A post-conference 

outing in Ile de France will be organized on May 24th.  

Submission of conference papers 

Papers must be submitted (in French or in English) to the Secretariat   before November the 8th, 2013 to the 
following mail addresses: 

 
maria.gravari-barbas@univ-paris1.fr / marie.Delaplace@univ-mlv.fr / joseph.ngijol@univ-paris3.fr 

 
Please follow the instructions stated below and send: 
 
*Title of the conference paper in French and in English 
*Surname, first name, home institution/company 
*Abstract (in French or in English) approx 1000 words 
*Presentation of the author(s) approx. 100 words 
 
 
Registration feesDiscounted rates for early registrations before March 2014.Prior to March 1st 2014: 180€ (90€ 

for PhD students) 

Late registration fees (after March 1st 2014): 280€ (140€ for PhD students) 

Members of AsTRES: 120€ (70 € for PhD students) 
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       AsTRES 
 
AsTRES is a French non profit organisation gathering nine universities which offer well-identified training 
programs and research activities in the field of tourism (Angers, Université de Bourgogne, Université Joseph 
Fourier Grenoble, Université Pierre Mendes-France de Grenoble, Université Nice Sophia-Antipolis, Université Paris 
I Panthéon-Sorbonne (IREST), Université Sorbonne Nouvelle Paris III, Université de Toulouse II le Mirail, Université 
Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée), as well as CNAM, IFSTTAR  and IRSTEA.  
 
Its main goals are to structure the network of scientific and technological public institutes (EPST) and of scientific, 
cultural and professional public institutes (EPSCP) which provide course portfolios and research activities 
dedicated to tourism, to promote tourism studies and research in higher education and research bodies, to foster 
collaborative links with the industry, to encourage networking with the AsTRES members and international 
partners. 
 


